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Stephen Perfect, ‘56, is a 
photographic educator and 

studio owner whose teaching, 
lecturing, and workshop expe-
riences are varied and exten-
sive, spanning a period of four 
decades. 

During his photographic ca-
reer, Stephen’s work has been 
widely exhibited for many 

Stephen Perfect:
Photographer Extraordinaire

North Side High School Alumni  Association's 2011 Distinguished Alumni recipients 
(l-r) Neil Lantz, '56, Major General (Ret.) Jack Bradshaw, '54, Dr. Amy Fremion 
Chappell, '69,  Kay Feichter-Thistlethwaite (accepting on behalf of Jacob Feichter, '35) 
and Marcia Patterson (accepting on behalf of John Sinks, Jr., '48). 
Photo credit:  Dr. David Bleeke
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by Ron Flickinger ‘62

 “ I can do things in the darkroom that I 
can’t do on the computer, but I can also do 

things on the computer that I can’t do in 
the darkroom. Actually, I continue to learn 

that whether it be in photography or life, 
there is no limit to what we can do.” 

- Stephen Perfect

years throughout the United 
States and abroad.  His images 
are as varied as the techniques 
available to him, ranging from 
carbon prints, photographic 
intaglio embossings, and small 
intimate landscapes printed on 
hand-sensitized watercolor pa-
per to bold, non-objective color 
abstracts.
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Major General (Ret.) Jack 
Bradshaw: Class of 1954

Major General (Ret.) Jack Brad-
shaw could have been an un-

fortunate statistic.  Instead, he made 
his way through the old fashioned 
way – hard work and a little luck.  
He went from one of eleven chil-
dren, to homeless, to the Ft. Wayne 
Indiana Children’s Home, to high 
school graduate, to college gradu-
ate, to college faculty instructor, to 
Major General, to Corporate Vice 
President. 

During high school, Bradshaw be-
came one of 24 seniors named to the 
four-year honor roll.  He liked his 
teachers and excelled in the subjects 
of English, Science, History and 
Mathematics.  In addition, he was 
grateful to be able to go to school.  
After graduating from North Side 
in 1954, he declined a scholarship 
to Yale University to accept appoint-
ment to the United States Military 
Academy at West Point, New York.  
He graduated from West Point with 
honors in 1958.  

Bradshaw pursued a military career 
serving a series of assignments that 

encompassed commanding a staff, 
military and civilian schools and 
duty overseas that provided many 
opportunities.  Highlights of his ca-
reer include earning a master’s degree 
in economics at Heidelberg Universi-
ty in Germany, service in the 9th In-
fantry Division in the Mekong Delta 
of South Vietnam, command of a 
battalion in Germany, study at the 
U.S. Army War College, and serving 
as Executive Assistant to the Army 
Chief of Staff and to the Supreme 
Allied Commander in Europe.

Promoted to Major General in Janu-
ary 1983, Bradshaw commanded the 
U.S. Army Recruiting Command 
through June 1985 and then became 
responsible for Army Strategy and 
War Plans at the Pentagon.  He 
retired in 1986 after 28 years of 
Army service.  He stepped into the 
corporate workforce with a position 
with Motorola, Inc. in Chicago that 
same year.  

Shortly thereafter, he became the 
Corporate Vice President and Direc-
tor of Ethics and Compliance for the 
company with global responsibility 
to oversee compliance with laws and 
regulations in areas of government 
contracts, customs, and export con-
trol.  He authored the code of Busi-
ness Conduct and created the ethics 
program now in use at the company 
prior to retiring in 2001.

Bradshaw and his wife, Lynne 
(Thomas), have three sons and five 
grandchildren and live in Brown 
County, Indiana.  He supports the 
Alumni Association as a life 
member.

Dr. Amy S. (Fremion) 
Chappell:  Class of 1969

Dr. Amy  S. (Fremion) Chappell 
believes that one is productive 

as long as dreams exceed memories. 
She has set the bar for productivity 
since graduating from North Side 
High School.  Through research and 
the field of medicine, Dr. Chappell 
is making a difference in the lives of 
adults and children alike. 

She received her undergraduate 
degree from Antioch College (1973) 
and her medical degree from the In-
diana University School of Medicine 
(1977).  She served a pediatrics resi-
dency and epilepsy fellowship at the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital and com-
pleted a neurology residency at the 
Indiana University Medical Center.  
Dr. Chappell is board certified in 
neurology with special competence 
in child neurology and continues to 
practice as a clinical faculty member 
of the neurology department of the 
Indiana University Medical Center.

Dr. Chappell, who has published 
several abstracts, manuscripts and 
written many regulatory documents 
and protocols, is well known in her 
field and accomplished at designing 
and implementing clinical trials. She 
has been issued a number of patents, 
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ing and writing by-laws, nomina-
tions and event planning.  He has 
also been a guest speaker at both the 
Indiana and Ohio real estate conven-
tions over the years. 

Feichter served as director for both 
the Indiana and National Associa-
tion of Realtors.  In 1956 he became 
a charter member of the local unit 
of Traders Club with the National 
Institute of Real Estate Brokers of 
the National Association of Realtors 
and served as both chairman and 
mediator.  He is a life member of the 
Realtors Political Action Committee, 
was awarded the National Associa-
tion of Realtors’ prestigious Omega 
Tau Rho award and the Distin-
guished Hoosier Award by Governor 
Mitch Daniels in 2005.  He is a past 
president of the Fort Wayne Area As-
sociation of Realtors and a member 
of the organization’s Hall of Fame. 

With business partner and brother 
Harold, Feichter subdivided three 
housing additions and built hun-
dreds of new log and shell homes in 
Allen County and in the lake region 
of northeast Indiana as part of an 
impressive career in the real estate 
field that has spanned more than 
seven decades.

  One of Feichter’s goals in the 
industry was to provide affordable, 
safe housing for lower income fami-
lies.  He has done just that through 
Interim Investments, Inc., a corpo-
ration he founded and is president.  
Over 300 families have benefited by 
purchasing homes on land contacts. 
Over 280 of those families have 
paid them off obtaining the titles 
in their name.  Some of these fami-

been loyal to neuroscience seeing it 
as the last and perhaps most chal-
lenging frontier for the development 
of pharmacotherapeutics. 

She has worked for Eli Lilly Com-
pany since 1988 and currently 
serves as the Senior Medical Direc-
tor and Safety Officer for Chorus 
Resonance, a division of Eli Lilly.  In 
addition to her core work, she has 
been an advocate for and participant 
in Lilly science education outreach 
(LSEO) and has been leading the 
LSEO effort since 2001. She has 
been teaching a curriculum called 
Brainlink, which is designed to teach 
K-12 students about the nervous sys-
tem in a very hands-on, conceptual 
way.  She continues to practice child 
neurology by staffing the weekly ce-
rebral palsy clinic at Riley Hospital 
for Children.

She is an active member of several 
professional organizations and has 
been involved in many community 
organizations over the years.  She 
remains active in the Indianapolis 
Downtown Beautification Commit-
tee, Circle City Women’s Investment 
Club in which she was the founder, 
Hoosier Salon Board of Directors, 
Indianapolis Community Tennis 
Association, Lilly Science Education 
Outreach, Dean’s Associate, School 
of Health, Physical Education, and 
Recreation.

Dr. Chappell is married to Grey and 
they have two children.   She  resides 
in Indianapolis and supports the 
Alumni Association as a life 
member.

Jacob Feichter:
Class of 1935 

From a young age, Jacob Feichter 
was a go-getter, involved, and 

hard-working.  He had a strong 
sense of duty and commitment to 
service - family, community, coun-
try and profession.  In high school, 
Feichter served  as president of the 
Rifle Club, National Geographic 
Society and was a member of the 
football team.  After graduating 
from high school, Feichter entered 
the real estate business and joined 
the United States Air Force (1942) 
where he served as a bombardier on 
a B-24 for three years during World 
War II.  Feichter continued to excel 
in the real estate field where he re-
ceived his real estate license in 1949 
(the first year they were issued). 

Feichter’s honors and involvement 
in his community and industry 
have been many.  He has served on 
innumerable committees over the 
years with the Fort Wayne Area 
Association of Realtors (now known 
as UPSTAR) and involved in such 
activities as strategic planning, creat-

Five Named 2011 Distinguished Alumni (Continued)
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lies purchased their homes with no 
more than $300 down and monthly 
installments of $300! 

Feichter continues to work full time 
at Feichter Realtors with daughter, 
Kay, nephew Dennis, and long-time 
family friend, Jane Baker.  He is in 
his 75th year with the company, now 
in its 128th year and the oldest real 
estate business in Ft. Wayne.  He has 
been married to Lucille (Bauman) 
for 70 years and they have three 
children, five grandchildren and five 
great grandchildren.  He supports 
the Alumni Association as a 
member.

Neil E. Lantz:
Class of 1956

Being involved, active, and giving 
back just seems to come natu-

rally for Neil Lantz, a 1956 graduate 
of North Side High School.  Lantz’s 
energy, enthusiasm, and dedication 
has enabled him to enjoy success at 
work, home, and making a differ-
ence in his community spanning the 
course of more than 50 years.  

In high school, Lantz was social 
chairman of his freshman class, vice 

chairman, and coordinator for com-
mittees, tournaments, and champi-
onships in several states and seven 
countries.

He is the Indiana Representative and 
on the Advisory Council of the Four 
Freshmen (Music) Society, president 
of the Jazz Arts Society of Indiana, 
a Guest Services Volunteer (Ronald 
McDonald House of Indiana), saxo-
phone player with several bands in 
the greater Indianapolis area, and is 
active at Carmel Lutheran Church.

Lantz and his wife Sara Lou, a 1959 
South Side graduate whom he met 
at IU, have three children and nine 
grandchildren and reside in Fishers, 
Indiana.  Lantz supports the Alumni 
Association as a  benefactor member.

John R. Sinks, Jr.: 
Class of 1948

It was his relentless pursuit of civic 
duty, willingness to help others, 

and dedication to his family, coun-
try, constituents, and community 
throughout his life that made John 
R. Sinks, Jr.,  stand out above the 

president of his sophomore class, 
president of his junior class and vice 
president of his senior class.  He also 
served as president of the student 
council.

Lantz, who earned his B.S. and M.S. 
in Education from Indiana Univer-
sity, began his career as a Speech and 
English teacher working his way to 
Staff Assistant (assistant principal) 
at the junior high school level.  He 
stepped into the post-secondary 
education arena as Registrar at Indi-
ana Purdue campus in Fort Wayne.  
From there, he went to work for In-
diana University-Purdue University 
at Indianapolis where he held several 
positions including Registrar, Direc-
tor of Administrative Affairs, and 
Real Estate instructor for the IUPUI 
School of Continuing Studies.

After 24 years in the field of educa-
tion, Lantz became a residential 
real estate broker and was a multi-
million dollar producer for 24 years 
with F.C. Tucker.  During this time, 
Lantz was active and held leadership 
roles as a volunteer for a number 
of Indianapolis area organizations 
including the United Way, India-
napolis/Scarborough Canada Peace 
Games, American Red Cross and 
Indiana Sports Corporation.

Lantz was extremely active in USA 
and international baseball, serving 
as President of USA Baseball when 
the team won the Olympic Gold 
Medal in Sydney, Australia (2000).  
He earned a respected reputation as 
he traveled throughout the world in 
roles the likes of USA representative, 

Five Named 2011 Distinguished Alumni (Continued from page 3)
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rest.  Since graduating from high 
school, Sinks would earn many titles 
including college graduate, armed 
forces veteran, educator, guidance 
counselor, state senator, husband, 
father, friend and volunteer.
In high school, “Johnnie” as he was 
known, was a member of the Pan 
American and Helicon clubs, wrote 
for the Northerner and Legend, 
was a member of the high school 
fraternity (Sigma Lambda Phi), and 
played intramural basketball.

After high school, Sinks attended 
Wabash College, earned his B.A. 
degree from Indiana University, 
Master’s degree in Education from 
Ball State University and was a 
two-year member of the U.S. Army  
stationed in Greenland during the 
Korean War.

He would spend the next three de-
cades as a history teacher and guid-
ance counselor at Elmhurst High 
School.  His love of politics would 
earn him a seat in the Indiana State 
Legislature for 32 consecutive years 
– six, two-year terms in the House 
of Representatives and five, four-
year terms in the Senate. During his 
tenure in Indiana government, Sinks 
would serve on a number of com-
mittees including, Education, where 
he was Chair, Finance and Taxation, 
Legislative Apportionment and Elec-
tions Redistricting, and Rules and 
Legislative Procedure. 

He authored hundreds of bills with 
many becoming laws including the 
mandated Safety Belt Law (enacted 
in the 1980s and credited for 
saving countless lives since that 
time); The “A” Education Package, 

Five Named 2011 Distinguished Alumni (Continued)

which provided investment for lo-
cal schools and established the first 
comprehensive statewide testing pro-
gram; led and supported legislation 
for funding growth and investment 
in the curriculum and infrastructure 
for Ivy Tech College (now 29 cam-
puses strong throughout the state 
with classes offered in 75 communi-
ties).  He earned special recognition 
by the school for his many years of 
support.

He spent his lifetime as a Mizpah 
Shriner investing significant time 
and raising money for Shriners Hos-
pitals for Children, a one-of-a-kind 
international health care system of 
(22) hospitals dedicated to improv-
ing the lives of children.  Through 
his service in the Shrine and other 
civic service, Sinks achieved the 
highly coveted selection of the Ma-
son’s 33rd Degree.  He also received 
the “Sagamore of the Wabash” 
award from Governor Otis Bowen 
in 1980, volunteered with “Meals on 
Wheels” for more than a decade, and 
donated time with the Matthew 25 
organization during retirement.

He is a member of Trinity Episcopal 
Church and served on the Vestry 
as well as many other committees 
over the years.  Sinks was married 
to Mary Lou Akers and has one son, 
John Sinks, III and one grandchild.  
He resides in Nazareth, Pennsylvania 
and supports the NSHS Alumni As-
sociation as a Life Member.

About the Distinguished 
Alumni Award 

The Distinguished Alumni Award 
program was developed in 2007 
to honor North Side High School 
graduates who have demonstrated 
personal and/or professional achieve-
ments.  Pictures of award recipients 
are placed on the Distinguished 
Alumni Wall in the Commons Area 
of the high school.   The names 
and pictures of these Distinguished 
Alumni that adorn the wall serve 
to honor the recipients.  It is also 
intended to serve as a constant re-
minder to students, past and present, 
that the foundation, education, and 
skills obtained as students at North 
Side can become the building blocks 
of success for any graduate.  It is 
the hope of the Alumni Association 
that this reminder will help today’s 
students maximize the many op-
portunities available at North Side 
in order to reach their potential and 
find success in their lives. 

Distinguished Alumni 
Award Nominations 

Being Accepted for 2012 
Do you know of a North Side High 

School graduate who has demon-
strated personal and/or professional 
achievements and worthy of being 

honored as a Distinguished Alumni?  
The North Side High School Alum-

ni Association is currently accept-
ing nominees now through May 1, 
2012.  Applications can be obtained 
by calling the Alumni office at (260) 

471-4499 or can be downloaded 
from the Association website at: 

www.nsalumni.org. 
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David Graney, ‘77, was among the 
alumni who were recognized at the 
Distinguished Alumni breakfast for 
recently becoming Lifetime members 
of the North Side High School Alumni 
Association. 

Alumni Breakfast Highlights

Dr. Patty Payne Martone ‘49, was 
the keynote speaker at the 2011 NSHS 
Distinguished Alumni Breakfast. She 
is pictured with Eleanor Steward, 
‘53, who was among more than 70 
guests in attendance at the 5th Annual 
Breakfast.

The Distinguished Alumni Breakfast 
brought friends, classmates and fam-
ily like Beth Fremion Wolf, ‘72, 
Dr. Amy Fremion Chappell, ‘69, 
their mother, Elaine Fremion, and 
Marilyn Rosseau, ‘51, together for 
a morning of Redskin celebration and 
comaraderie. 

Robin Holly ‘73, president of the 
NSHSAA, welcomed guests to the 
2011 Distinguished Alumni Break-
fast.  The breakfast is among a variety 
of events hosted by the Association 
throughout the year. 

North Side High School senior Meril-
lyn Whitesell spoke about the NSHS 
Alumni Association’s legacy at work.  
Whitesell was the recipient of a NSH-
SAA grant that helped underwrite her 
participation in the prestigious I.U. 
Honors Program in Foreign Language. 

Mike Findley, ‘56, and NSHS Prin-
cipal Chad Hissong take a moment 
to visit after the breakfast.  Principal 
Hissong updated guests that the Indi-
ana Department of Education had re-
moved North Side from probation and 
subsequently removed us from their 
takeover list.  He credited the hard 
work of the faculty, staff and students 
as well as the North Side High School 
Alumni Association.   He said, “their 
[NSHSAA] financial support and con-
stant encouragement are an inspiration 
to our faculty, staff, students, and the 
greater North Side Community.”

Alumni from the class of 1954 enjoyed a moment to help honor one of their own 
(Jack Bradshaw) who was a 2011 Distinguished Alumni recipient.  Members 
pictured from the class of 1954 (l-r):  Eleanor Weikart Guthrie, Dr. Nor-
man Armstrong, Connie Shideler , Jack Bradshaw, Nigel Harmeyer 
Perry, Dr. David Bleeke, and Deborah Hacker Oakley.   
Photo credit:  Dr. David Bleeke
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Redskin Ramblings

1930s

Virginia Byrd Witmer 
 ’32 Batavia, IL 
We had a 25th, 35th, 45th and 50th 
class reunion and I attended them all.  
I have all the lovely folders complete 
with phone #s and I enjoy looking at 
them.   Seeing how the appearances 
changed, but I’m sorry to say we didn’t 
look like we did before time caught 
up with us.  I was in Fort Wayne and 
visited NS on September 13th but un-
fortunately missed the Seasoned Seniors 
Luncheon.

1940s

Mary DeWitt Shaw
 ’40 Dallas, TX 
I celebrated my 89th birthday April 
29th.

Marjorie Lloyd Wilkerson
 ‘41 Lake Winnebago, MO
We became great-grandparents three 
times in 2010.  GGD July 8, GGS July 
24 and our petri dish GGS October 14.  
His brother was born June 26, 2009 
and lived four days before succumb-
ing to a gene problem identified as 
MCAAD.  We are very grateful for our 
three healthy greats and 10 grands.

Wayne Meek
 ’42 Seattle, WA 
Hello to members of the class of ‘42!

Phyllis Root Van Ryn
 ’48 Fort Wayne, IN 
Dee Studler, Elaine McClain Rhind, 
Mary Kiepper Shearer, Marilyn Ho-
neick, Barb Omspach Doenges and 
myself still meet once a year for a three-
day ‘Slumber Party’ every Summer.

1950s

Elsie Meiners Whikehart 
 ’50 Merritt Island, FL 
The high school orchestra in which one 
of my grandsons, Zachary Hall, plays 
recently performed at Carnegie Hall-A 
proud moment for this grandma.

Dr. Norman Armstrong
 ’54 Piqua, OH 
My wife Gloria and I thoroughly en-
joyed the article in Totem Tales about 
Maj. Gen. Jack Bradshaw.  Jack was a 
classmate of mine.  His life experiences 
and successes are an inspiration that 
should be shared.

James White
 ’54   Bargersville, IN 
I’ve failed retirement twice now.  Retired 
from TWA in 1991.  Started my own 
business in 1994.  Sold the business in 
2006.  I recently renewed my appraiser’s 
license and I’m back at it.

Edward Warsaw
 ’55 Cheyenne, WY 
My wife Sylvia suffered a massive stroke 
February 2010 and after extensive time 
in the hospital and nursing homes was 
thankfully returned home September 
2010.  

1960s

Norma Soughan Hoffman 
 ’63 Fort Wayne, IN 
I’m still playing clarinet in the New 
Horizons Band, but not Benny Good-
man caliber.  I invite anyone who used 
to play an instrument or would like to 
learn to contact the NS Alumni to reach 
me.  260-471-4499

Jon Gresley 
 ’64 El Sobrante , CA 
I retired November 12, 2010 after 
12 years as Executive Director of the 
Oakland Housing Authority (33 years at 
agency total).  Still skiing, sailing, hik-
ing, traveling and spending time with 
kids & grandkids.

John Scott Schaefer 
 ’66 Sequim, WA 
I am retiring from 1 job-Serenity House 
of Clallam County, WA.  Still serving 
as pastor of First Presbyterian Church, 
Quilcene, WA.

1970s

Maren Kolin Breitiwieser 
 ’72 Indianapolis, IN 
Sue Hinkle Powe has done an outstand-
ing job organizing a Facebook page for 
our class.  I am forever grateful!

1980s

Richard Fletcher 
 ’83 Waldorf, MD 
Department chair for language arts at 
Mattawoman Middle School.  Yearbook 
advisor at MMS, Teacher Mentor, Light 
of Learning Award Winner at St. John 
School FW.

“Education is what 
survives when 
what has been 

learned has  
been forgotten,” 

– BF Skinner
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“Photography is an adventure that 
gives me the opportunity to share 
ideas, images and growth with oth-
ers,” says Perfect.  “It allows me to 
see change in myself, bringing me 
closer to my higher power.”   

Stephen’s interest in photography 
began at a very early age, he was able 
to use his experiences at North Side 
High School to cement this life-
long love affair with the art.  As one 
peruses the 1956 Legend, one sees a 
wealth of “extra-curricular” activities 
available to students—camera club 
being one—that encouraged young 
people to explore future possibili-
ties.   Stephen Perfect is yet another 
example of a North Side graduate 
who used his high school experience 
to fuel his passions and take them 
to extraordinary heights.   Alums 
are invited to the opening reception 
(Saturday, February 4, 2012)of his 
one-man exhibit at the University of 
St. Francis (see box on page 10 for 
details).   And now:  

Stephen Perfect in His Own 
Words:

“My interest in photography be-
gan at the age of five in my father’s 
photographic darkroom.  There was 

Stephen Perfect:  Photographer Extraordinare (Continued from page 1)

magic when he placed a piece of 
“paper” in a chemical and a picture 
appeared.  I have said to myself and 
to students that if I ever lose that 
magic I might as well find another 
profession.  

During my high school years at 
North Side I photographed for the 
Northerner and the Legend.  Even 
at this early stage of my life, I was 
interested in what would happen if 
I did this or didn’t do that—experi-
mentation fascinated me.  Norman 
Ballinger, the advisor for publica-
tions, was a big influence by encour-
aging me to try harder and to be 
different.  Most of my photography 
was for the Legend.  The years in 
the camera club were beneficial in 
that we each had different ideas and 
could learn from each other.  I will 
mention that Marta Pequignot, who 
has matted and framed my work for 
the 30 years that she has had Frame 
Art and Design here in Fort Wayne, 
is a 1975 graduate of North Side as 
well. 

One year in college studying the 
history of photography was another 
turning point in my experimenta-
tion with the art form.  I left IU and 
went to work at Channel 15 sweep-
ing floors and pulling camera cables.  
At night I would photograph small 
products, go home, process and 
print the photographs for use on air 
the next day (this was before video 
tape).  But restless after three years, 
I left to attend Brooks Institute of 
Photography for some formal train-
ing.  I returned to Channel 15 as a 
photographer and had a great oppor-
tunity filming and photographing 
for Ann Colone which allowed me to 
meet many famous and interesting 
people—Gene Krupa, The Rolling 
Stones, and The Beverly Hillbillies 
to name a few.

As time went on, I worked for an 
offset printing company as a photo-
graphic illustrator.  I felt like I was 

“Although Perfect’s artistic perception is 
atypical, his creative vision is understood 
by the viewer, for there is a tactile qual-
ity inherent in each scene.  His unusual 
spatial presentation is an excellent blend 
of style and content as well as aesthetic 
choice.  In addition, the metaphoric qual-
ity of each scene allows the viewer to see 
beyond the ordinary and incorporate his 
own vision or statement of theme.

-Caroline Daszewski, Writer and Critic

(Continued on page 10)

”
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Do you remember these places?

1. _________________ 5. ________________  9. _________________

2. _________________ 6. ________________  10. ________________

3. _________________ 7. ________________  11. ________________

4. _________________ 8. ________________  12. ________________

(Continued on page 10)

(Answers on page 13)

Allen County Public Library # 00000629
From Remembering Fort Wayne by Scott M. Bushnell, Turner Publishing, 2010

Pg. 131 

Here is an aerial view of the greater downtown Fort Wayne from 
the 1960’s.  Can you identify the buildings associated with the  
various numbers?
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continuing to grow as a photogra-
pher which made me want to be-
come “famous”.   I figured that all I 
had to do was study master painters 
and learn composition and then ap-
ply those techniques to photography.  
So I took a composition class at St. 
Francis College and found that my 
idea didn’t have much merit.  How-
ever, I was asked to instruct a class 
in photography beginning in 1972.  
Not being sure where this was lead-
ing, I said yes and then immediately 
asked myself “what am I doing?”

This step has led to an amazing 
photographic journey.  Like so many 
beginnings, our darkroom was very 
meager; but through the years we 
acquired more space, equipment and 
experience.  St. Francis kept me busy 
managing the IMC, a TV studio, 
taking promotional photographs, 
working with the print shop as well 
as teaching two photography classes.  

After 15 years, I left to go full time 
in my commercial photographic 
studio.  In the meantime, I taught 
at the Maine Photographic Work-
shops, the University of Maine, and 
then back to Fort Wayne to teach at 
IPFW for six years.

My most rewarding experience 
though has been working with 
youth.  Beginning in 1982, each 

“Perfect is not a people’s 
photographer:  his special-
ties are nature and abstrac-
tion.  His works depend not 
on human interest, but on 
the eye of the beholder, and 
the visual effects range from 
the soft, light print of a tree 
on watercolor paper to the 
bright, electric designs of 
wire on film.  His display is as 
instructive as it is pleasing.

-The Fort Wayne News-Sentinel

spring, summer and fall I would 
conduct workshops in which I 
would tell the young people that I 
am here for two reasons:  to learn 
and to have fun, but not necessarily 
in that order.

This 40-year retrospect that is hap-
pening at St. Francis in February 
of 2012 (see box) came about when 
Rick Cartwright, the Art Depart-
ment head asked me if I would like 
to have a one-man show.  I thought 
this would be a good time to look 
back and see what my interests were 
and to observe changes in myself.  

As to why I photograph, I don’t have 
a single or simple answer.  With so 
much beauty in the world, even in 
our own backyard, photography is a 
means to preserve and share at the 
same time.  From the exhibit the 
patron will see that I see things dif-
ferently.  Believing there is neither a 
right nor wrong approach to life and 
photography, I am part of a process 
of discovery, learning, and hav-
ing fun—again. Not necessarily in 
that order!   I hope this exhibit will 
reflect that process over time.

I always tell students that I was born 
at a good time.  I grew up with “sil-
ver” and now we have a wide variety 
of “hi-tech” available to us. 

Stephen Perfect’s retrospective photography  
exhibition will be held at the University of Saint Francis Lupke 

Gallery February 4 - March 30, 2012.  An opening reception will 
take place between 6 and 9 p.m. on Saturday, February 4.  Per-
fect will also offer a lecture on Monday, February 6 at 7:30 p.m. 

Stephen Perfect (Continued from page 8)

”
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Class of 1981 Reunion Highlights
The 30-year reunion of the Class of 
1981 was well attended.  Nearly 140 
guests, including former teacher By 
Hey, guidance counselor De Klocke, 
and a stand in Chief Mac all enjoyed 
an evening at the Memorial Colise-
um.  Many classmates traveled from 
all corners of the country to attend 
this special event.

Did You Know?
The North Side High School 
Alumni Association is an excel-
lent resource for all your class 
reunion planning needs.  

Email us at: 
info@nsalumni.org
to find out more  
about how we can help.
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In Memoriam
The following classmates have completed their tenure on earth.  

 Graduating  
Name Class  Date of Death City

William Bade ...........................................1929 .......... 06/19/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Allene E. Baumgartner Pence ..................1929 .......... 07/20/11 Bluffton, IN
Juanita Fredrick Beck ...............................1931 .......... ? ?  
Evelyn Eisenhut .......................................1931 .......... 05/29/11 Westmont, IL
Lona V. Fredrick Baker .............................1933 .......... 05/31/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Mary Ellen Gallaway Miller ......................1934 .......... 12/20/10 Fort Wayne, IN
Faye Swank Faylor ...................................1935 .......... 09/04/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Ralph (Rip) Poorman ...............................1935 .......... 10/21/11 Fort Wayne, IN
David Allen Bauer ....................................1936 .......... 05/29/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Tom F. Carroll ...........................................1937 .......... 09/01/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Mildred Adele Miller Hanes.....................1938 .......... 06/12/11 The Villages, FL
Edward S. Koontz .....................................1939 .......... 06/14/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Harold W. Hartman ..................................1939 .......... 09/10/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Agnes Zurbuch Haunfelder ......................1939 .......... 06/07/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Rosemary Nussel Lowe ............................1939 .......... 11/20/07 Terre Haute, IN
Ada Jean Boyd Neher ..............................1939 .......... 07/23/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Wayne H. Imbody ....................................1940 .......... 06/17/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Iva Jane Tonkel Neumann ........................1940 .......... 09/06/11 Kendallville, IN
Charles Tone ............................................1940 .......... 12/14/10 Bryan, OH
Charlotte Jeanne Beucler  Witzigreuter...1940 .......... 07/26/11 Fort Wayne, IN
F. William Gresham ..................................1941 .......... 07/17/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Iris H. McCoy Lawrence ...........................1941 .......... 06/05/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Robert D. Tindall ......................................1941 .......... 06/01/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Robert Joseph Vachon .............................1941 .......... 09/07/11 Garrett, IN
Daniel W. Benninghoff .............................1942 .......... 07/13/11 Greenwich, CO
Marian Mahlan Raupfer ..........................1942 .......... 09/19/11 ? 
Elizabeth Furste Stalder ...........................1942 .......... 02/05/08 Coldwater, MI
John Walborn ..........................................1942 .......... ? Fort Wayne, IN
Ernest R. Boulware ..................................1944 .......... 07/13/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Helen J. Weaver Deahl .............................1944 .......... 07/12/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Maxine L. Norton Howey .........................1944 .......... 05/31/11 ?
Kathleen C. Brenizer Fritz ........................1946 .......... 06/04/11 Miami, FL
Junetta E. Pitcher Henry ..........................1946 .......... 07/04/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Donald Bruce Ruble .................................1946 .......... 08/30/11 Fort Wayne, IN
H. Virginia McDonald Woodward ............1947 .......... 11/01/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Calvin J. Frech ..........................................1948 .......... 09/26/11 Acworth, GA
Patricia June Griner Peters ......................1949 .......... 09/17/11 Hastings, MI
Charles (Chuck) A. Ellenwood ..................1951 .......... 10/22/11 Kendallville, IN
Jack R. Gutermuth ...................................1951 .......... 08/28/11 Laotto, IN
Sharon Matthews Krinn ...........................1951 .......... 06/07/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Wayne Lytal .............................................1951 .......... 08/27/10 Fort Wayne, IN
Sharon Shipley Bunnell ............................1953 .......... 10/11/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Suzanne Marks Steller .............................1953 .......... 10/23/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Marilyn Martin Skinner ...........................1954 .......... 09/18/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Ella M. Seivers Alter .................................1955 .......... 12/27/10 Fort Wayne, IN
Jo Ann DeBolt Blake .................................1955 .......... 06/25/11 ?
Charles E. Lyons .......................................1955 .......... ? ?
Larry Lee Wible ........................................1955 .......... 09/05/11 Carmel, IN
Kenneth S. Conner ...................................1956 .......... 07/25/00 Sacramento, CA
Richard W. Fardal .....................................1956 .......... 06/10/05 Fort Wayne, IN
Ronald L. Kirkpatrick ................................1956 .......... 10/11/11 Fort Wayne, 
Gene E. Pease ..........................................1956 .......... 09/08/06 Shasta, CA
Ron Kruckeberg .......................................1956 .......... 06/27/11 ?
Norbert C. Maldeney ...............................1956 .......... 07/28/11 Angola, IN 
Robert B. Tyler .........................................1956 .......... 2008 Woodstock, GA

2012 Class Reunions
Class of 1947 – 65th
Date:   Saturday, August 4, 2012
Time:  11 a.m. – 5 p.m. (luncheon)
Location:   Hall’s Guest House
Contacts:  Dorothy (Sailors) Martin
 (260) 432-0077
 dot112mm@comcast.net
 Don Douglass 
 (260) 637-8706 
 dondouglass@frontier.com
 Carolyn Crosby (Treasurer) 
 (260) 486-9973 
 c-crosby@live.com

Class of 1952 – 60th
Date:   Saturday, September 8, 2012 
Time: TBD
Location:   Hall’s Guesthouse
Contact:  Garet Crosby 
 (260) 486-9973

Class of 1962 – 50th
Date:   Saturday, August 18, 2012
Time: TBD
Location:  Memorial Coliseum (Appleseed Room)

Donations to the Class Reunion fund are being 
accepted.  Please send to NSHS Alumni As-
sociation, 475 E. State Blvd., Fort Wayne, IN  
46805.  Memo-1962 Class Fund.
Contacts:  Ted Lepird 
 (260) 483-4791 
 tlepird2@gmail.com
 Linda Arney 
 jalarney@frontier.com
 Phil Swihart 
 (260) 438-6054

Class of 1967 – 45th
Date: Saturday, September 15, 2012
Time:   TBD
Location:   TBD 
Contact:  Tom Beaver 
 (260) 424-5395 x 322 (work) 
 tombeaver@indianastamp.com  

Class of 1972 – 40th
Date:   September 21 - 23, 2012 
Location:  Friday - TBA 
 Saturday - Hyatt Place Hotel
 Sunday - TBA
Contacts:   Helen Grimes 
 (260) 420-0406                                                                                                                              
 Sue Hinkle Powe 
 nsh1972alumn@gmail.com
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In Memoriam (continued)
 Graduating  
Name Class  Date of Death City
Patricia J. Jordan Lee ...............................1958 .......... 05/08/11 Carlsbad, CA 
Hank A. Schollett .....................................1958 .......... 08/17/11 Paynesville, ?
Roger A. Lehman .....................................1959 .......... 07/27/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Joyce Nailor Tarr ......................................1959 .......... 11/03/11 New Haven, IN
Paul L. Fowler ..........................................1960 .......... 07/11/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Doris Ann Somers Oates ..........................1961 .......... 12/11/10 Lakeland, FL 
Patricia D. Givens Dirig ............................1962 .......... 07/25/11 Marion, IN 
Allen John Smith III ..................................1962 .......... 08/02/11 Avilla, IN
Connie L. Dager Bowman ........................1963 .......... 06/17/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Richard W. Beeching ................................1964 .......... 06/12/11 Leesburg, IN 
Edward M. St. John ..................................1964 .......... 08/18/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Vicki L. Jernstrom ....................................1965 .......... 09/27/11 Platteville, WI 
Frederick Barto ........................................1966 .......... 07/22/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Duncan Malcolm .....................................1966 .......... 10/03/11 Florida 
Barry Anderson ........................................1967 .......... 07/01/11 Rome City, IN 
Jacqie D. Headrick ...................................1967 .......... 12/11 ?
Lyna Boyer Weaver ..................................1968 .......... 09/26/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Dennis W. Wiley.......................................1968 .......... 09/17/11 Queen Creek, AZ
Jacqueline L. Stoy Carl .............................1969 .......... 10/22/11 Fort Wayne,I
David R. Kruse ..........................................1969 .......... 06/05/11 Fort Wayne, IN
James R. Luyben ......................................1969 .......... 06/13/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Cassandra S. Schoenlein Hippenhammer 1970 .......... 12/17/10 ? 
Sandra Cattin Marqueling ........................1971 .......... 12/89 ? 
Robert Claypool .......................................1971 .......... ? ?
Raul Cuellar .............................................1971 .......... ? ? 
Douglas Eder............................................1971 .......... ? ?
John Feasel ..............................................1971 .......... ? ?
Steven Furniss .........................................1971 .......... 03/14/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Glen Hart .................................................1971 .......... 07/26/06 ? 
Catheryn Harter Poinsett .........................1971 .......... ? ? 
Michael James .........................................1971 .......... ? ?
 Robert Klug, Jr. ........................................1971 .......... 12/29/04 ?  
Phillip Liechty ..........................................1971 .......... 07/19/06 ? 
Teresa Sheets ...........................................1971 .......... 09/11/03 ? 
Timothy Winter .......................................1971 .......... ? ? 
Timothy Wissler .......................................1971 .......... ? ? 
Cathy J. Merchant Parker-Aavang ............1976 .......... 12/24/10 Fort Wayne, IN
Randy Redwanski ....................................1979 .......... 10/24/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Penny Sue Myers Rodriguez ....................1984 .......... 07/20/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Shawn Lamar Chapman ...........................1987 .......... 07/31/11 Phoenix, AZ 
Rikki S. Parrish .........................................1993 .......... 09/23/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Dwayne R. Stabler ...................................1998 .......... 05/29/11 Fort Wayne, IN
Todd M. Underwood ...............................1999 .......... 06/05/11 Fort Wayne,IN

Correction:  In the last issue of the Totem Tales, Mark Albert Heffner’s, ’70, last name was 
left off his listing in the “In Memoriam” segment.   

Class of 1977 – 35th
Date:  Saturday, July 14, 2012
Time:  TBA
Location:   American Style Ballroom, 
 6041 N. Clinton Street, Ft. Wayne
Contact:   nshs77reunion@gmail.com
Reunion Planning Committee Members:
Sue Hinga Conway, Cindy Faulkner, Peggy Kirk-
patrick Georgi, Bruce Habig, Matt Henry, Kathy 
Horton McComb, Jeanne Wisniewski Cross

Class of 1992 – 20th
Date:   Saturday, July 7, 2012
Time: TBD
Location: Columbia Street West
Contact:   Heather Belchner Cheesebrew 
 (260) 426-4188
 heather.cheesebrew@parkview.com
 Kara Etzer
 kara.etzler@parkview.com
 Jenny Van Ryn Barney
 jenny.barney@fwcs.k12.in.us

Class of 2007 – 5th 
The 2007 class is entertaining the idea and 
hopes to plan a 5-year reunion.
If interested in helping, please contact: 
Shalisa Smith 
smith630@indiana.edu

2012 Class Reunions

Totem Tales is the official publication of the 
North Side HighSchool Alumni Association.
Office:  North Side High School
  475 E. State Boulevard
  Fort Wayne, IN 46805
  (260) 471-4499
Email:  info@nsalumni.org
Web:  www.nsalumni.org
Office Manager: 
  Cheryl Gilliom
Editor: 
  Peggy (Kirkpatrick) Georgi, ‘77
Content Contributor:
  Ron Flickinger, ‘62
  Career & Technical Ed Consultant
Graphic Designers:  
  Will Powell ‘12
  Dylan Woods ‘13
Technical Advisor: 
  Karen Gillie, Anthis IT Instructor
Printing: 
     Fort Wayne Community Schools

Send or email questions, comments, stories, ideas, 
reunion updates, pictures, Redskin Ramblings, or  
In Memoriam notices to Cheryl Gilliom at the 
Alumni Office.

otem Tales

 1. Keenan Hotel  . . . . . 1006 S. Harrison
 2. Van Orman Hotel  . . 128 W.Berry
 3. W & D . . . . . . . . . . . 201 E.Wayne 
 4. Grand Leader  . . . . . 901 S.Calhoun
 5. Patterson-Fletcher . . 133 W.Wayne
 6. CC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 130 E.Lewis

 7. Central H.S . . . . . . . 224 E.Lewis
 8. Peoples Trust . . . . . . 913 S. Calhoun
 9.  Frank’s . . . . . . . . . . 1017 S.Calhoun
 10. Vim . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1027 S.Calhoun
 11. Indiana Hotel . . . . . . 131 W.Jefferson
 12. Murphy’s . . . . . . . . . 823 S.Calhoun  

Answers to “Do You Remember”, Page 9
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Class of 2006 Reunion Recap

The Class of 2006 five-year 
reunion was held at Franke 

Park on July 16 and members of the 
class gathered to share memories and 
reconnect at the cookout. The class 
of 2006 was special because we were 
the only students to attend school in 
the ‘old’ North Side and the ‘new’ 
North Side. 

We experienced both buildings and 
went to class through the chaotic and 
dusty construction. We discussed the 
fond memories of our old gym that 
the Fort Wayne Pistons used to play 
in. The new By Hey Arena, memo-
ries of class elections, playing sports, 
hanging out with friends, perfor-
mances, and the wait all week for 
Friday night football games.

Among hanging out with friends 
before class started and taking part 
in school activities, our class has 
wonderful memories especially with 
the construction. Three posters were 
set up during the reunion so every-
one could write the answers to three 
questions.

Here are some of the questions and 
responses:

What is your favorite 
memory of North Side?

“During all of the construction, our 11th 
grade anatomy and physiology fetal pigs 
got lost. The construction workers opened 
one of the boxes to find dead pigs. Pretty 
gross.” 

“Secret love note.” 

“The sink faucet blowing off the sink in 
the middle of class.”

“Daily fire drills.” 

“Listening to all of the construction during 
my 3rd period math class.” 

“Having a great time and knowing every-
one else was having fun at the semi-formal 
and proms.” 

“Mr. Smethers. He taught me everything 
I need to know about wood working skills 
and general knowledge.” 

“Miss Buttermore. She worked hard so we 
all had performance opportunities.”

What is your favorite part 
about being a Redskin?

“The team spirit that the school was so 
proud to fly high.” “

Putting it on my resume and applications, 
“We were Indians.” 

“Having the coolest colors ever.”

“Being a part of the marching band! The 
friends! The school spirit!” 

“Pride week” 

“I love being called a river rat.” 

“I like the tradition associated with North 
Side.”

“Chief Mac Song.” 

“Show choir and dance.” 

“Football games and dance recitals. Our 
school colors were pretty awesome.”

In the end I believe we all felt just 
how much pride there is in being 
a Redskin and part of the North 
Side family. Hopefully we will all 
have much to share at our 10-year 
reunion and can still look back at all 
the friends and great times we had at 
North Side.

“The bathroom.” 

“Playing sports with all my great friends.” 

“Sitting out in front of the school and 
hanging with friends.”

Who is your favorite 
teacher and why?

“Mr. Clark. He was really good at coming 
down to our level to teach us and had a 
good balance of being our teacher but then 
a friend.’ 

“Mr. King. He always was cheerful and 
supported anything we were trying to do.” 

“Mr. Battershell. Fun guy and taught me a 
lot about government that I still remember 
now. He showed concern.”

“Mrs. Boesch. She really cared about her 
students. She has this way of knowing 
everything.” 

“Mrs. Amburgey. She is so sweet and 
inspiring.” 

“Mr. Bierbaum (The Big Bierbaum). He 
could explain math so well. I understood 
calculus better in high school than in 
college! He was funny, fun, and a great 
teacher.”

“Mrs. Ledo. She was sweet and friendly. 
She took time to be involved with students 
outside of the classroom.” 

“Mr. Massoth. I remember his jokes. “I slit 
a sheet. A sheet I slit. Upon a slitted sheet 
I sit.”

by Brianna Sosenheimer, ‘06
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Class of 2006 Reunion Recap (Continued)

 “Every class that walks the halls of North 
Side high school becomes part of the 

school’s history and tradition. The class of 
2006 felt this at their five-year reunion.”  

– Brianna Sosenheimer, ‘06
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Terry Flaugh, Steve Glock, Bill Townsend, Dave Ellison and Bruce Heine (from the 
class of 1956) drove together from Ft. Wayne to Carmel, Indiana to pay their respects 
for friend and classmate Larry Wible who passed away in September.  The bonds of 
childhood friendship extend long and far. 

NSHSAA Mission 
Statement 

The North Side High School 
Alumni Association exists to 
conduct activities exclusively 
for charitable and educational 
purposes related to the bet-

terment and support of North  
Side High School.

The NSHS Alumni Association 
activities include, but are not 
limited to, the underwriting of 
activities that contribute to the 
general education and train-

ing of students, assistance for 
faculty training and in-service, 

the provision of equipment 
and/or services to the school 

in furtherance of its public 
educational purposes and the 
creation and administration of 
scholarships and grants-in-aid 

for students and or faculty.

North Side High School 
Alumni Association, Inc.
475 E. State Boulevard 
Fort Wayne, IN  46805
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